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[0322] In regard to APIs, a programming interface (or more simply, interface) may be 
viewed as any mechanism, process, protocol for enabling one or more segment(s) of code to 
communicate with or access the functionality provided by one or more other segment(s) of code. 
Alternatively, a programming interface may be viewed as one or more mechanism(s), method(s), 
function call(s), module(s), object(s), etc. of a component of a system capable of communicative 
coupling to one or more mechanism(s), method(s), function call(s), module(s), etc. of other 
component(s). The term "segment of code" in the preceding sentence is intended to include one 
or more instructions or lines of code, and includes, e.g., code modules, objects, subroutines, 
functions, and so on, regardless of the terminology applied or whether the code segments are 
separately compiled, or whether the code segments are provided as source, intermediate, or 
object code, whether the code segments are utilized in a runtime system or process, or whether 
they are located on the same or different machines or distributed across multiple machines, or 
whether the functionality represented by the segments of code are implemented wholly in 
software, wholly in hardware, or a combination of hardware and software. 

[0323] Notionally, a programming interface may be viewed generically, as shown in 
Fig. 30 A or Fig. 3 OB. Fig. 30A illustrates an interface Interface 1 as a conduit through which first 
and second code segments communicate. Fig. 30B illustrates an interface as comprising interface 
objects II and 12 (which may or may not be part of the first and second code segments), which 
enable first and second code segments of a system to communicate via medium M. In the view of 
Fig. 30B, one may consider interface objects II and 12 as separate interfaces of the same system 
and one may also consider that objects II and 12 plus medium M comprise the interface. 
Although Figs. 30A and 30B show bi-directional flow and interfaces on each side of the flow, 
certain implementations may only have information flow in one direction (or no information 
flow as described below) or may only have an interface object on one side. By way of example, 
and not limitation, terms such as application programming interface (API), entry point, method, 
function, subroutine, remote procedure call, and component object model (COM) interface, are 
encompassed within the definition of programming interface. 

[0324] Aspects of such a programming interface may include the method whereby the 
first code segment transmits information (where "information" is used in its broadest sense and 
includes data, commands, requests, etc.) to the second code segment; the method whereby the 
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